Urban  District  of  Bakewell 


Interim  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sydney  S.  Proctor,  M.D.,  D.P.H# 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bakewell  Urban  District  Council* 


Hr.  Chairman,  Miss  Chetwynd  Stapylton  and  Gentlemen, 


My  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1939  is  a very  brief  interim 
report  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  expressed  in 
Circular  2067. 


The  birth  and  death  rates  shov/  little  difference  from  those  for 
the  previous  year,  but  final  figures  are  not  yet  available. 

The  scheme  for  limestone  filtration  of  the  water  supply  had  to  be 
postponed  after  the  outbreak  of  war.  I still  consider  this  essential  and  hope  the 
Council  v.dll  proceed  with  the  scheme  whenever  hostilities  cease. 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  infectious  disease.  Including 
tuberculosis  there  were  only  twenty  three  notifications  during  the  year. 

Since  September  many  new  problems  have  arisen,  as  was  only  to  be 
expected,  with  a sudden  large  increase  in  population.  I shall  only  mention  two 
matters  which  are  directly  attributable  to  the  war. 

The  evacuation  scheme  operated  in  the  beginning  of  September  and 
broufrht  many  difficulties.  Much  trouble  and  expense  could  have  been  avoided  had 
the  children  been  inspected  in  Manchester . In  spite  of  this  lack  of  supervision 
it  is  surprising  to  find  there  was  no  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease.  Most  trouble  anoso  from  enuresis,  verminous  conditions  and  scabies. 
Notwithstanding  strenuous  work  by  nurses,  health  visitors  and  householders, 
verminous  conditions  and  scabies  recurred.  This  is  not  surprising  v;hen  one 
considers  how  frequently  some  children  went  homo  for  week-ends  and  how,  oven  more 
frequently,  children  were  visited  by  relatives.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  if 
and  when  further  evacuation  takes  place  such  freedom  of  movement  will  be  prohibited. 

Following  the  arrival  of  troops  in  the  district  much  trouble  was 
experienced  in  assisting  them  to  obtain  water  supplies  and  proper  sanitation. 

Even  after  many  months  the  drainage  arrangements  were  crude  and  constituted  a 
definite  nuisance.  It  was  only  in  the  middle  of  1940  that  the  necessary  sewer 
connections  were  undertaken. 

Most  of  the  difficulties  could  have  been  avoided  had  the  Local 
Authority  been  consulted  before  the  camp  was  occupied,  but  the  joint  circular  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  War  Office  was  utterly  ignored. 

In  conjunction  mth  the  Regional  and  the  Group  Hospital  Officers 
it  was  decided  to  try  and  provide  Isolation  Hospital  accomm^odation  for  the  more 
serious  of  the  infectious  diseases,  but  it  was  pointed  out  that  accommodation  , 
for  measles,  german  measles  and  scabies  could  not  be  provided.  In  spite  of  this 
one  notes  with  regret  that  after  several  months  of  war  the  Army  Medical 
Authorities  in  this  area  had  made  no  arrangements  for  the  treatment  and  isolation 
of  such  cases. 

Although  the  results  of  disease,  particularly  infectious  disease, 
among  troops  may  seriously  affect  the  civilian  population,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  can  take  no  preventive  action  until  trouble  arises,  and  may  even  be  refused 
admission  to  billets.  There  should  be  some  drastic  change  in  this  respect, 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Bath  Street, 

Bakewell . 
July  27th,  1940. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


